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News from grade 6 
 

Students in grade 6 are about to embark on their next learning expedition. This one               
may sound familiar to you! We’ve adapted the Enterprise City unit to encompass more              
of an expeditionary learning model for the students. Students will be attending            
Enterprise City on May 9th. This will be a day in which they run all aspects of a                  
simulated city for a whole day! During the next two months, students will apply for jobs                
in businesses at Enterprise City and learn how to manage both their personal and              
business finances. In class, students will be studying real world accounting with the             
Banzai program -generously sponsored by Northeast Credit Union. We hope to have            
guest speakers come and talk to kids about the different areas of business that they will                
be working in.  The kids really love this unit, so we’re all looking forward to it! 
 

 
 
 
 



News from grade 7 
 

The 7th graders have started their first expedition, Sustainability. We kicked off the unit              
with a visit to the Highland Center, where small groups did various activities introducing              
them to the topic. We also had a tour that highlighted sustainable aspects of the facility,                
and were able to spend some time in freshly fallen snow. In geography class, students               
heard from a guest speaker from Meadowstone Farm in Bethlehem, New Hampshire.            
This presentation and discussion highlighted the geography theme human/environment         
interaction. Students talked about the source of some familiar foods and learned about             
environmental impacts and practices in the food system. In math class, students have             
been practicing their data and statistical analysis skills by examining graphs and data             
related to energy use, transportation, food miles, and other interesting sustainability           
topics. After analyzing this information, students applied their skills to make           
recommendations that would help the mock city become more sustainable. In science,            
students just started their unit on climate. In language arts, students are preparing to              
read Long Walk to Water and The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind . On March 1st, the                
entire class visited the Town of Lancaster’s transfer station and solar array. The tour              
described what happens to trash and recyclables when they leave your home and the              
facility, and highlighted the solar panels and several other things the facility does to              
reduce it’s environmental impact. We will soon begin preparing for the unit’s            
culminating STEM Fair, which will occur mid-April. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



News from grade 8  
 

In science students are designing and building mousetrap cars         
to wrap up their physics unit. The students are working          
independently or in pairs to complete this task. The objective is           
to design a car powered only by mousetraps to propel a car a             
distance of five meters. Students have made a design and are           
now working on the construction and testing phase of the project. 

 
 

In math class students have been working with linear equations. They designed and             
graphed a KIng’s Pathway modeled with pattern blocks, created a line design stained             
glass window and have analyzed slope and y-intercepts for various real-world           
scenarios. Upcoming projects include an Animals Gone Wild Graph with specific types            
of lines and a Barbie bungee drop. In the Barbie drop, students will gather data and                
use it to predict how many rubber bands to include on a bungee line for a safe yet                  
thrilling ride from various heights. 
 
 
 

news from Reading Intervention 
 
 

I am very excited to begin implementing a program called “Wilson Just Words” with              
some of my students. Just Words is a word-level intervention program which focuses             
on the study of word structure. It addresses students and adults who have             
mild-to-moderate gaps in their decoding and spelling proficiency. While this instruction           
includes reading fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension, it is critical that students           
continue to receive their regular reading instruction. It does not replace their English             
Language Arts but supplements it. The goal of this program is for students to develop: 
 
“mastery of letter-sound relationships, syllable structures, and basic spelling         
patterns.” It also helps students to “understand the possibilities of word building            
with prefixes, roots, and suffixes and with the relationships between          
words….they will become familiar with words that have common bases and roots,            
and they will deepen their spelling knowledge based on meaning. At the            
conclusion of the Just Words class, students are prepared to study in more depth              
the derivational relationships of words.” (Wilson Just Words) 
The Believe in Books Organization has reached out to GMS and GMHS seeking             
students for volunteer opportunities for their BOOKS IN CHARACTER tour. The           
March Books in Character is the Cat in the Hat! There will be two tours in the                 
Berlin Gorham area--Tuesday, March 14th and Tuesday, March 21st.  



 
Student volunteers must be in good academic standing and have permission           
from their parent/guardian, as well as their school to be the Cat in the Hat for                
local children. The participating student(s) will leave school around 8:30 am with            
an estimated return time of no later than 12:00 pm. 
 
Submitted by Linda Jensen 
 
 
 
 

Top 10 Homework Tips from kidshealth.org 
1. Know the teachers — and what they're looking for. Attend school events, such as 

parent-teacher conferences, to meet your child's teachers. Ask about their homework 

policies and how you should be involved. 

2. Set up a homework-friendly area. Make sure kids have a well-lit place to complete 

homework. Keep supplies — paper, pencils, glue, scissors — within reach. 

3. Schedule a regular study time. Some kids work best in the afternoon, following a snack 

and play period; others may prefer to wait until after dinner. 

4. Help them make a plan. On heavy homework nights or when there's an especially hefty 

assignment to tackle, encourage your child break up the work into manageable chunks. 

Create a work schedule for the night if necessary — and take time for a 15-minute break 

every hour, if possible. 

5. Keep distractions to a minimum. This means no TV, loud music, or phone calls. 

(Occasionally, though, a phone call to a classmate about an assignment can be helpful.) 

6. Make sure kids do their own work. They won't learn if they don't think for themselves 

and make their own mistakes. Parents can make suggestions and help with directions. But 

it's a kid's job to do the learning. 

7. Be a motivator and monitor. Ask about assignments, quizzes, and tests. Give 

encouragement, check completed homework, and make yourself available for questions 

and concerns. 

8. Set a good example. Do your kids ever see you diligently balancing your budget or 

reading a book? Kids are more likely to follow their parents' examples than their advice. 

9. Praise their work and efforts. Post an aced test or art project on the refrigerator. 

Mention academic achievements to relatives. 

10. If there are continuing problems with homework, get help. Talk about it with your 

child's teacher. Some kids have trouble seeing the board and may need glasses; others 

might need an evaluation for a learning problem or attention disorder. 

 

 
 



News from Unified arts 
 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) 
Grade 7 students are currently working on their STEM Fair projects. Their topics             
investigate the four types of sustainability: Human, Social, Economic, and          
Environmental. Students will work independently in class to complete these projects for            
final presentation at the STEM Fair in early spring. They may need a little support               
from home in acquiring materials, but will work in class to solve their chosen problem.               
Thank you for your support in helping your student better understand the growth             
mindset philosophy as they work through this process independently. 
 

News from the administration 
 
Exciting times at the Gorham Middle School. Now that every grade has either             
completed or is participating currently in a “Learning Expedition” students are starting to             
see the power of project based learning. The local support has been amazing. The              
partnerships the school has made with local area businesses and organizations have            
led to authentic learning which is critical to student development. We look forward to              
creating more “Learning Expeditions” over the next few years and seeing how far our              
amazing students can go. As always please feel free to call or stop in with any                
questions.  
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